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adds, that even in the southern provinces the success of
colonists has been veiy small. " Most of the colonies
have broken up," and many of the members " have
succumbed to the influences of the climate and died
of fever."l If these statements are true, and there is
a good deal to support them, it would seem as if
Southern and Central America, north of Uruguay,
are never likely to be the home of the white man in
dense masses. If the Indians are dying out, like the
pure-blooded Spaniards, the country will be peopled
by half-castes or by negroes, or it may be by China-
men, who have got a footing in Peru, or by coolies,
such as are working profitably in British Guiana.

Meanwhile, it must be borne in mind that some
observers take a much more promising view of the
prospects of the Indian than M. Wiener and Mr.
Orton. Mr. Curtis distinguishes the races in Ecuador
as divided into a Spanish aristocracy, half-caste
artisans and mechanics, and Indian cultivators and
servants.2 Something like this seems to be the
general division, and if it embraced all the inhabitants
of the country, it would mean that the families of
Spanish descent were an insignificant minority who
must sooner or later be absorbed into the inferior
population. Statistics, in fact, show that the whites
so called are only as one in eight of the whole nation
of .Ecuador. Now Ecuador is a good specimen of
a country in which the white race holds its own.
When we go farther north, we find Mr. Boyle, a
very acute observer, and who spent some time in
Central America, declaring his conviction, " that the
descendants of the Spaniards, after the lapse of three

1 Curtis's Capitals of Southern America, p. 706.
2 Ibid. p. 329.